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To estimete the significance of the Soviet statement of 25 April

1953.

i. The Soviet statement of 25 April 1953 is a reasoned defense of
Soviet policy and of the World Commmunist movemgnt. The languege 18 rel-
atively temperaﬁe', but there is no indication that the rulers of the USSR
will ﬁod:lfy theif stand on any of the issues outstanding between Eaxt and
West. , | _

2, The printing of the full text of Presidemt Eisenhower's speech
is an unususl but not mprecédented act. The Soviet press has occasion-
ally printed the spoeches and writings of "eapitalist" statesmen when such
action could serve as the basie for a reply. In this caso, one motive far
printing mey have been the convietion that the spesch could be represented
to the Soviet people as a demand for the surrender by the USSR of the galns
of World War II and of Communist principles as the price of peace. Probably
also the Soviet rulers hoped by this action to convinee world opinion of
the sincerity of current Soviet "peace" tactics. |

3. While Soviet and world Commnist policies and actions are con-

sistently defended as serving peace and justice, there is a distinction drawn
between territories now in the Bloe, which are not subjeet to discussion,

and other areas such as Scutheast Asla, Korea, Germeny, and Austria. In

2, the latter areas, as well ss on subjects such as East-West trade and dis- -
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armsment, the gtetement intlmates that there 1s room for discussi.en.
9
af—
However, in each case the roctitude of past‘ Sovist positions is
?
ifie
firmed, with the suggestion that it ie up to the US to make spec

« proposels for a gottlement.

4o The totall impression left by the statement is that it is a
gkil1ful effort to promote dissenfion within the US government, between
the US povernment and the Axnarican.mople, end sbove all between the Us
end the rest of the non-Communist world. The statament suggests thet
the.nﬂera of the USSR envisage a prolonged political warfare campalgn
exploiting the tpeace” theme; that, sk vhatever their differing vieus
on internal politics, they are united on questions of foreign policy.
The statement gives no indication thab they are prepered to make sub-

atantial concessions.
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b xhme ‘Pravda editorisl is a reasened defonse of Soviat
policyA and of the World Communist movement. Ihs langusge is
- temperate, but there is no indication of willingness to make
substantial »eon&co'saiom to achieve a relaxation of tensions.
The reprinting of President Eisenhowsr’s speeeﬁ is an umusual
but not unprecedsnted ast. Im the pust, the Soviet press has -
reprinted the speeches and writings of ™capitalist® statemen
uhen this action could serve as the basis for @ reply. In
this case, the motive for.reaprin‘bing was nppérmtly the
conviction that the speech could bs rapresented to the Soviet
peopls as a demsnd for the unsonditional. surrender of the USSR..

2, While Soviet and world Commumist policies and @ctimn
are consistently dafended as serving pencé,, justicay ard the
invt‘ereagbs of the common man ageainst capitalist explo&t;rm,

there 18 & distinction drawm belween territorises now in the
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Blss, ﬁhich are mot subject to diséuaéion, end other areas.
such as Southeast Am; xoz-aa'; Germany, end Austris. In the
latf.w areas, the editorial intimstes that t.har’c is roox.lr for
discussion. However, in each case the reatituds of Soviet
polioy in effirmed, with _t& nuggesﬁon that ‘M'-_. is up‘ to the us_
to make spscifis prbpoasla » publicly or privately - for &
settlemento

‘3.,, The total impression leﬁ; by the em-.on-l is f.imt
it'is ‘a'.idnm offort to promote. d;saomﬁ;a vithin the U8
govérm@xﬁ, betuwesn thé s go_vérmant and the Americen poople;;
snd betweeri the US and the rest of the nom-Communist mﬁdo
The editorial Busgﬂsgﬁ thut the rulors o.f.‘the USSR intend
to enbarik on prolorggea politicsl warfare oonpalgn, that thetr
rﬁlere, whaf.aver thelr differing views on internal politics are
‘united .on ;;uastiom of foreign policy, and t.hgt"-t.tn;,‘r are not

prepared to make substantiel concessions.
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